
Extirpated in 
Washington by 1935 (Johnson 
1983:112) ~ 1,630 bighorns

Bighorns native to
Cascade foothills, Blue Mtns,
and patches within Selkirks

Bighorns occupy a fraction of historic range…



“While many bighorns were probably extirpated 
because of indiscriminate hunting….disease is probably 
the principal cause of bighorn declines…Bacteria and 
parasites of domestic stock may be particularly 
devastating because bighorns have no natural 
resistance to these organisms. In Washington State, 
bighorn declines occurred shortly after cattle and 
particularly sheep grazing became common in the high 
country….”

- R. L. Johnson, 1983, “Mountain goats and mountain 
sheep of Washington: 117.



Lyman, R. L. 2009. The 
Holocene history of 
bighorn sheep (Ovis 
canadensis) in eastern 
Washington state, 
northwestern USA. The 
Holocene 19:143-150.
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 Most (albeit not all) sites for reintroduction were good ideas
 Bighorns need not only typical escape terrain, but good 

forage 
 Bighorns in small, isolated patches struggle 
 Bighorns in large, connected patches do well
 Bighorns on private lands lead to conflicts
 We’ve improved our understanding of bighorn pneumonia

 Learned about bighorn foray movements (required GPS collars 
and large data set)



• Scabies issue
• Wilderness access
• Uncertain success

New herd in Pasayten?
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